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"Debbie Bond’s third release, Blues Root Production’s That Thing Called Love, takes a bold step 
not only stylistically, but also recognizes the hot band, The TruDats, led by multi-instrumentalist 
bandleader and partner in crime and love, Rick Asherson, as a full reckoning burning house of 
sound. . . . Every corner of the blues and every musician has a chance to shine on this exquisite live 
recording that everybody will want to take home to listen after a great show." Brad Hardisty, The 
Nashville Bridge & Performer Magazine 

 
In April 2013, Debbie Bond and the TruDats rolled up 
Highway 65 for a live taping on Radio Free Nashville WRFN’s 
Mando Blues Show. The band gathered at The Loveless Café 
in Nashville and were led through the woods to the secret 
location of OmegaLab Studio, high on an undisclosed 
mountaintop just west of Nashville. The studio, brainchild of 
mastermind Rob McClain, is a massive army tent facility that 
runs on nothing more than six car batteries, car stereo 
amplifiers and LED lighting at a deceptively low 1600 watts. 
 
In what was meant to be the end of a big Nashville 
adventure after a guest spot at the Nashville Blues and Jazz 
Awards, the Mando Blues Show turned out to be a welcome 
surprise as Debbie launched into a soulful groove of wild 

heart Alabama blues-soul stew in what would become That Thing Called Love.  
 
As part of the Mando Blues Show, Debbie Bond and the TruDats showcased three new songs 
originally planned for the next studio recording. But after hearing the playback and feeling the 
magical vibe of the TruDats playing at their peak and being captured on a recording to rival Austin 
City Limits or a BBC Live In Studio showcase, Debbie decided to make a CD of the performance, 
which is officially the first live recording album release to come from WFRN’s Mando Blues Show and 
from the OmegaLab Studio. 
 
Debbie Bond and the TruDats with guest saxophonist Tom Pallardy burned through a blues-format-
bending set that went from the New Orleans French Quarter retro 'Steady Rolling Man' to the 
Holmes Brothers 'Feed my Soul' as well as the title track 'That Thing Called Love.' 
 
The opportunity to record 'Tarragona Blues' a tribute to the fans in Spain and have it pressed in time 
for a guest spot at the Tarragona Blues Festival was serendipitous karma that happened like a hat 
trick in time for the festival season.  
 
If there ever was a moment that Debbie Bond was meant for, it was this weekend in Nashville that 
set in motion a live recording that was unplanned, unrehearsed and became a sublime jewel with all 
the facets that make up her sound, whether it be blues, soul, funk, ragtime or swamp pop. Now it is 
a gift to all her fans. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Guitar player, singer and songwriter Debbie Bond made the blues her calling when she was 
drawn to Alabama over three decades ago and worked with, most notably, Johnny Shines, Jerry 
“Boogie” McCain, James Peterson, Eddie Kirkland, Sam Lay, Little Jimmy Reed and Willie King. 
Debbie continues to be an elder statesman of the Alabama blues scene after co-founding the 
Alabama Blues Project and releasing two studio albums, What Goes Around Comes Around 
and Hearts Are Wild.  
 
Bond played second guitar for Alabama blues man Willie King in his band the Liberators from 
2003 until his death in 2009 and also recorded on his last two albums. With King, she toured in 
the US from backwoods house parties and juke joints to well-known venues and festivals, 
including King's own Freedom Creek Blues Festival in Old Memphis, AL, the Highway 61 Blues 
Festival in Leland, MS, Ground Zero Blues Club, the Sunflower Festival and the Juke Joint 
Festival in Clarksdale, MS, the King Biscuit Festival in Helena, AR, and the Richmond Folk 
Festival in VA. Overseas, Bond performed with King at many European festivals, including the 
Cognac Blues Passions Festival in Cognac, France, the Roots and Blues Festival in Parma, Italy, 
and the Blues 'n' Jazz festival in Rapperswil, Switzerland. 
 
More recently, Debbie has been performing with other notable and talented Alabama blues 
women in the state, such as Carroline Shines (daughter of Johnny), Shar Baby, Rachel Edwards, 
Sweet Claudette, and B.J. Miller. As a member of blues women showcase performances, Debbie 
has performed across the state, from the City of Mobile's Arts Alive Festival to the Ritz Theater 
in Muscle Shoals. The Alabama Bureau of Tourism declared 2011 to be the Year of Alabama 
Music and Debbie has featured in many Alabama music promotions, including The Oxford 
American, Southern Living Magazine and a PBS documentary on Alabama music.  
 
Rick Asherson grew up in England and first heard the blues in his native city of London, 
where he and began to play the harmonica, guitar and piano in the '60s. In 2001 he stumbled 
onto Willie King’s Freedom Creek Festival while exploring the roots of the blues in Alabama. Rick 
and Debbie were introduced to each other by Willie King, which turned into both a professional 
and personal relationship. Rick is a multi-instrumentalist/vocalist who is comfortable juggling 
two instruments at once. 
 
Since moving to Alabama in 2001, he has played keyboards and harmonica for several Alabama 
blues greats, including Little Jimmy Reed, B. J. Miller, Caroline Shines, Eddie Kirkland and Willie 
King. He had a close association with blues legend Willie King, playing keyboards and 
harmonica in his band, performing on three European tours and playing on and co-producing 
King's last two CDs.  
 
 
 
WEBLINKS 

OS: www.debbiebond.com 
FB: www.facebook.com/debbiebondblues 
YT: www.youtube.com/debbiebondblues 
CD Baby: www.cdbaby.com/debbiebondandthetrudats 


